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EHE STLANS 8, by 2. 
Be ye therefere followers of God, as dear Children, 


and walk in Love, as C hriſt bath Lowed us., . 
hath grven himſelf for us, an Offering and a Sari 


"I" _ Cod, for 4 ſweet Selling Secdour. 


every juſt Occaftons; che one, to commem- 


Duties, which have a very ſtrict relation, 
and cannot be divided without injuring 


both. And thervford a more proper Time could not be tet a- - | 
part for the Service cf this excellent Charity, than the Day of 


our Saviour's Paſſion: that whilſt we contemplate ſuch an 


Act of divine Humiliation and Love; as retrived us from 


Miſcry, and gave us Life and Happineſs, we might learn from 


ſuch an eminent Example, and, in return for ſuch Mercies re- 


ceived, contribute to the a pport and comfort of thofe poor 
1 Chriſtians, For whom (b iſt tied. 1 Cor. 8. 11. That thereby ws 
may become followers of Ged, as dear Children, &c. 
Here we have the Example of our Saviour, and of God him- 
ſelf recommended to our Imitation; of our Saviour, who Suf- 
fered for us, and of God, who accepted the Attonen ent. The 
laſt Verſe of the preceding Chapter will lead us into this 
Scnſe of the Words. There the Apoſtle exhorts us. To be 


kind one to anether, tender hearted, forgivirg one another, even as 


228 ond 


* 
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E are at this Time called together. upon two 


orate our Saviour's boündfefs Love and 

Charity to Mankind; the other, to extend 
4 | 
our Charity to our fellow-Chriftians: 
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God fur Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us: Eph. 3. 32. And then | 


follows the Text, which the illative therefore ſhews to have 
a dependance upon theſe Words; Be ye therefore followers of 


God, as dear Children, &c. 


God hath forgiven us for Chriſt's fake; and Chriſt, by his 


Suſſcrings, procured that forgiveneſs for us: But then we are 
not to reſt in a bare and fruitleſs Meditation upon theſe Ads. 


of Goodnets and Mercy; but muſt learn from the Parten of 
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us the good Things of this Life, an 


— , 


44 


that tranſcendent Love, which was ſo great, ſo undeſerved, 
ſo beneficial to Mankind, to ſhew a truly Chriſtian Spirit, 
and Temper in mutual Acts of Love, Charity and Kindneſs. 
This is the juſt Importance of the Words of the Text; and 
I hope, I ſhall anſwer the Intention of them, and in ſome 
meaſure your Expectations; | ET. 


I. By confidering ſome Inſtances of God's great Love, and Good- 
neſs to Mankind, and of our Saviour's, through the whole Courſe of 
his Miniſtry ; and eſpecially in that laſt and finiſhing Scene, his 
Pafton and Death, Tags 


II. By enforcing the Duty of Love or Charity in general, from 
thoſe Examples. 15 e | 


\ 


2 III. By enlarging upon the Uſefulneſs and Excellency of this par- 


ticular Charity now before us. 


In the firſt place, I all conſder ſome Inſtances of God's great 
Lowe and Goodneſs to Mankind; and of our Saviour's, througo the 
whole Courſe of his Miniſtry ; and eſpecially in that laft and finiſhing 
Scene, his Paſion and Death. God, who at firſt brought us out 

Nothing. and continues our wang to us; who hath given 
t the capacity of enjoying 
them, hath not confined his Bounty to theſe general Acts of 


his Providence and Care; for the Benefits of theſe we enjoy 


only in common with Creatures of a lower Rank: But as he 
hath Imprinted upon Man his own Image, and placed him in 
the higheſt Order of earthly Beings : ſo he hath qualified him 
for 2 more eminent Station: And whilſt he maketh his Crea- 
tures the Means of Warmth, Nouriſhment, and Vigour to our Bo- 


dies; he regales our Souls with a nobler Entertainment ;with the 
Proſpect of ſuch Enjoy ments, as are commenſurate with the du- 


ratio! and only can fatisfy the Deſires of immortal Beings, 
And yet how undeſerved are theſe Mercics? If Ingratitude 


can move the divine Reſentment; how juſtly might we fear it, 


were God as Rigid, as we are Ungrateful? If the Contempt 
of Mercies received, be a juſt Cauſe to withdraw them; how 
wretched ſhould we be, ſhould God proportion his Puniſuments 
to our Crimes? If Rebellion deſerveth Chaſtiſement; did not 
God pity and ſpare us, how often fhould we Suffer? For 
we-have abuſed his Goodneſs, deſpiſed his Mercies, and have 


been engaged againſt Him; and yer we ſtill are Pardoned - 


A 2 Pardon- 


was in Union with him. 


C51 


Pardoned? Nay, received into Fayour, and become againdear 
unto him. Not that we arc to offend God, to try the extent 
of his Forbearance and Mercy, and Sin that Grace may abound, 
Rom. 6. 1. But that from ſuch Jnſtances of divine Love, we 
may learn, truly to Love ourſelves and God, and thereby 


prepare our ſelves for higher Degrees and Acts of his Friend. 


ſhip and Favour | 


Never was more received, or worſe Returns made for it: 
How many, who do not deſerve one Moment of Being, are 
ſtill continued in it? Not to inflame their Guilt by their In- 


gratitude; but to give them Room and Grace for Repentance. 
That as we are all Militant here on Earth; ſo we may be 


alſo Triumphant in Heaven: That. as we are all the Sons of 
God, and Heirs of his Kingdom; ſo we may alſo enjoy the 


bleſſed Inheritance, and Reign with him for ever. 


Buch is the Love our heavenly Father has for his undutiful 


Children : Nor are we leſs dear to his only begotten Son; 
who being full of his Father's Vertues, came down from Hea- 


ven for our fakes; and made God vitible in the Man, that 


It is a comprehenſive, though a very juſt C haraQter of our 


Saviour; That he went about doing Good, Acts, 10. 28. This 
was the Buſineſs of his Miniſtry, and this he as truly per- 
formed; in promoting the Glory of God, and curing the lu- 


firmities of Men. A courſe of Suffertngs and of Patience was 


his Portion: No leſs ready was he to bear Indignities; than 
were ungrateful Men to load him with them: He returned 
for Contempt, Compaſſion, for Injuries, Kindneſs; for Malice, 


Meekneſs; and for Hatred, Love, being prepared for any State, 
or Circumſtance of Life or Death, that might promote the 
end of his Miſſion; the Salvation of Men. 5 N 
A Life of Sorrow is a diſmal Scene; yet this he freelv choſe; 
tor He was a Man of Sorrows, aul acquainted with Gri f, Iſaiah 
53. 3. He might have left Men to the Purſuit ana Panth- 


ment of their Sius without Redemption; but this, his Love 
tor Mankind would not ſuffer: He therefore enptied him fell 
of his Glory, and veil'd it's Brightneſs with humane Nature: 


Not to reign on Earth, as he did in Heaven; but to live in 
a condition of Subjection and Servitude; to become obnoxious 


to all the Miſeries of a mortal State, and to give himſelf a2 


Ranſom for us; that thorough his Death we might receive 


Life, and by his Humil:arion be exalted. He, who mu't be 
g Y | „ od. 1 » | s 
the Judge of all the Earth, was himſelf ſabjeQ ro humane * 
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Judgment; baſe, unjuſt, partial Judgment, which condemned 
that Perſon, as Malefactor, who was perfect Innocence it ſelf, 
and beyond a poſſibility of doing Wrong; and cauſed the Sa- 
nour. of the World so fulfegs:. i oh f 7 
— Deſperate ſtate of Men! Would a Sacrifice of no leſs Va- 
lue make Attonement for them? The Mercy ot God is ever 
ready to receive us; but then his. Juſtice muſt be ſausficd. 
Our Sins, being Affronts and [Injuries to God's inffnite Maje- 
ſty, are infinite in their Nature and Quality, and therefore 
requite an equal Expiation. Nor Men, nor Angels cloathed 
with Fleſh and Blood, could pay the Ranſom; but Man, dig- 
nified with a perſonal Union with the Godhead ; a Relation, 
which derived an infinite Value on his Sufferings. Amazing 
Inſtance of Goodneſs ! Exceſs of Mercy! What is Man, 0 
Lord ! tht thou art mindful of bim? And the Son of Man, thai 
thou vijiteff him? That thou ſhoud'ff| make him in this Life, but 
a little lower than the Angels, and, in the rext, Crown lum with 
Glory and Honour ? Pſalm, 8. 4, 5. But this the divine 
Goodneſs had determind; and thus it behoved Chiift to | 
Juffer. Luke, 24, 46. Meritorious Sufferings | The Remedy 
was Sovereign, though Severe, By his Kripes we were Healed, 
Jaiah, 53. 5. His Wounds were Balm to us, and hi Pu- 
ni ſnment our Cure. Bleed, tender Heart, at ſuch an Object: 
Who can view the ſhocking Scene. without the deepeſt Sor- 
row ? The Sun with-drew his Face; and Nature ſhewed 
| herſelf in Horrour : Only vile, ungrareful Men, made Sport 
with their Saviour's Miſettes, . and triumph'd in their Sin. 
{ But no Injury is too great for a compaſſionate Saviour to 
| forgive; this moved his Pity, not Reſentment: He fell a 
willing Sacrifice : Mangled in Body, and tortur'd in Soul; 
forſaken of God, and derided by Men, loaden'd with our Sins, 
Contempt, and Infamy, the ſacred Perſon fainted ; died. 
Nor Words, nor Thoughts can reach it. — God be for ever 
praiſed and honour'd for his Mercies. Thus fell our great and 
glorious Captain; a ſhining Example of Sufferings, Patience, 
and Love; and he gave us this Example, that we ſhould 
follow his Steps: Sure then we cannot refuſe it, in rc- 
turn for ſuch infinite Mercies received from God, and our 
deareſt Lord: To ſhew our Obligations to which Duty, is 
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the Buſinęeſs of my 


II. Particular; Wherein Jam to enforce the Duty of Love, 


or Charity in general from thoſe Examples, The End of Socierv * 
5, . 1 7 1 j „ A | = V 15 


F353. 


is the Safety and Happineſs of Men, and the Means of pre: 


ſerving it, is mutual Love and Friendſhip ; without which, 
the World would be a yery 1 9 5 inſociable, dangerous Place; 


and we could neither enjoy ourſelves, nor others: What was 
deſigned for our Happineſs, would become our Miſery; and à 


Plague would crowd it ſelf into the room of a Bleſſing: Our 
only Safety and Eaſe would be in Retirement, and we muſt 
fly to Solitude for Refuge: So that theſe ſocial Duties of 


Love, Charity, and Friendſhip, are not only Duties, but out 


Intereſt too; and by the practice of them, we ſerve God and 


ourſelves together: A Leſſon, which rude, unpolif'd Nature 
has taught us. But Chriſtians muſt view themſelves in a better 
Light, as having the Means of greater [Improvements both 


in Knowledge and Vertue; and our Obligations ſure increaſe 
in proportion. We, who have received fo much from God, as 


the good Things of this Life, and the Hopes of a better, ſhould 
expreſs our Gratitude for theſe Mercies, which are of ſuch in- 


finite Advantage to us, in Acts of mutual Love and Charity. 
In many things we offend all; the Senſe of our Infirmities telleth 


us, how liable we are to fall from our Duty; and our W 
and frequent engagements in Sin, make it demonſtrable; an 


therefore. if God were extreme to Mark what 1s done amiſs, who 


might ahideit ? Pſalm, 130. 3. How then can we reaſonably ex- 


pet Mercy, when we will not ſhew it, aud forgive? Can God in 


Juſtice reach out his Love and Favour to us, when ours is de- 
med our fellow Cieatures? If we will be extreme to mark 
what is done amiſs, and ſtrictly examine with Reſentment 


the Injuries we receive; what can we in reaſon look for from 


God. when we offend, bit Judgment inſtead of Mercy, and 
Wrath for our Reſentment?  _. 1 
But if the Senſe of our own Unworrhineſs, and the frequent 
Occaſions we have for Mercy and Pardon, vill not affect us; 
Jer us enquire what Influence our Saviour's Example ought to 


have upon us. Here we have a living perfect Rule; a way of In- 


ſtruction obſerved to be generally more prevailing than naked 
Precept; a Rule fo perſpicuous and bright, that the Ignorance 
of it cannot fairly be prerended. He did the greateſt Good 
for Men, and yet He ſuftcr'd rhe greateſt Injuries. Such a, 
Bene factor they never had, yer never was any worſe uſed by 
them. But yer rhis baſe, ungrateful Treatment of him, was 
no occaſion of his Reſentment ; but a noble Exerciſe of his 
Meekneſc: Charity and Love: and this he hath left us as the 
peculiar Badge and Character of our Chriiftian Profe ſſion Fa 
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} N this ( ſays he) Ball all Men know t hat dre Diſciples, if Je love 
ons another. Joh, 13, 35. We ther cdi e our great 
and gracions Maſter, when we refuſe to wear this his Badge 

and Livery : We diſclaim our Title ta Chriſtianity, when we 
rejeft rheſe efſential Principles of it: We forfeit our part in 

Chriſt's Redemption, when we refuſe to imitate thar Pattern 

of Goodneſs and Love, which wrought it for us. The Law 

of Talio was not calculated for a chriſtian Scheme: Eye for Eye, 
and Tooth for Noth, Exod. 21. 24 was one of the rude, imperfect 

Precept of the Law ; but the Goſpel runs in a different ſtrain, | 

and binds ns to the tendereſt Acts of Wai ie 

Love: 1 was this our Saviour taught, and he liv'd the 

fame : The Effect; of this, gave us the capacity of Happi- 
neſs; and if we would ſecure to ourſelyes the Enjoyment of 

it, we muſt learn to Live and Love like Him: I his Duty 

he expects from us at the peril of our Souls: Except we 

ollow the Example of his — 8 whilſt on Earth, we mult 
not hope to follow him to Heaven. This Subject would draw 

out my Thoughts to too great a length, ſhould I freely in- 
dulge them, and would leave too little room for a Buſineſs, 
to which my preſent Duty calls; which is in the 


| Laſt place, To enlarge upon the Uſefulneſs and Excellenoy of 


this particular Charity before us. But firſt, behold the Objects 
pf fit; a ight, that muſt move at once Compaſſion and 
Pleaſure: The Pomp, thd humble, is affecting: Innocence 
s agrecable, as well to the Beholders, as herſelf; ſhe inſen- 
= AN works into our Hearts, and wins us over by Humility 
and Silence; thus ſhe ſmooths the Way for her own De- 
fence, and renders the Task leſs difficult for her Advocate. 
I cannot therefore engage in an Argument more agreeable to 
my ſelf, or perhaps to thoſe, who hear me; than that, which 
may promote ſuch Means of her Protection, as may ſecure 
her, pure and ſpotleſs as ſhe is, from the Injuries of Vice, Mi- 
ſery, and Shame. And ſure there cannot be a better Preſer- 
vative againſt all theſe Evils, than a religious and vertuous 
Education; this prepoſſeſſeth the Mind in favour of Goodneſs, 
and moulds it ready for its Impreſſions. Tender Years may 
be wrought into any Form b / Diſcipline ; they are ſoft and 
yielding, are prepared for any Image we ſhall ſtamp upon 
them; So thar Vertue js ſure to meet with the eaſieſt Re- 
ception at thak Age: When the Soil is freſh, its Seeds will 
thriye the belt, aud ſooner come to Maturity, when there 
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his natural State 1s prone to Evil; which Diſpoſition, if in- 
dulged, will ſoon lead him aſtray; and every freſh Act of 
Compliance will make the Byaſs ſtronger: But then theſe 
firſt Motions of Vice may ſoon be checked, and by Care and 
Diſcipline, kept at under: Such Evils are much ſooner pre- 
vented, than cured; and we cannot more reaſonably hope 
for Succeſs, than when we meet the Diſtemper, and apply 4 
Remedy, when its firſt Symptoms appear. And therefore, 


the ſooner this Work is begun, it will prove the more effe- 


ctual; rhe fewer Prejudices we have upon us, the better we are 
prepared for the Impreſſions of Vertue; and if we are early 


tutor'd in theſe Principles, we get the ſtart of Vice, and gain 
the riſing Ground; this makes Vertue become familiar to as 
and amiable; and turns the Prejudice another way. This 
good Diſpoſition of Mind is a Foundation of Happineſs both 
in this Life and a better; ard, if cultivated and improved 
will beſure to produce it. A Mind well fortified with good 
Principles, is not eaſily ſhaken, it can look a Temptation in 


the Face, and deſpiſe the treacherous Offer: Here Conſci- 
ence is quick and tender, watchful and well: provided; and a 
Senſe of Reputation, which is often the laſt Fortreſs of Ver- 


tue, and muſt certainly be the ſtronger, the leſs Violence it 
has ſuffer'd, will prove a powerful Means of Protection; and 


they, who by their early Inſtructions in Piety and Vertue, 


have been taught to value their Reputation as a chief Orna- 


ment of Life, will be careful to purſue ſuch Methods, as alone 
can ſecure to them the continuance of it. Thus, we ſee, that 
the Influence of a good Education, reaches us in every pe- 
riod of Life, and that the Courſe of our Actions is guided and 
governed by it; and though Inſtances to the contrary are 


natural Tendency, is the propereſt Means of furniſhing and 
fortffying our Minds with the Principles of Vertue and Good- 
neſs; and of ſecuring to us both the preſent and future Re- 
wards of them; the careful Education of Children, is doubt- 
lets the greateſt and melt laſting Kindneſs that they can poſ- 
{ibly receive from us. 8 1 EE 
Bur how deplorable is the State of thoſe poor Infants, who 
want theſe. happy Means ot Inſtruction; who defenceleſs and 
weak, are let looſe to the wide World, the Devil, and them 
ſelyves? Theſe unhappy Creatures, unhappy, alas! Farqughs 


are no Weeds to hinder their Growth and Improvement, |; 
and draw the Nouriſhment from them, It is true, Man in 


too frequent, yet ſince it muſt be conteſs'd, that this in its 


emu * 


the Fault of others, being bred up in Idleneſs, Ignorance, 
* and the Contempt of Shame, become an eaſy Prey to every 
Temptation; and having no Principles of Goodneſs to 
guard or check them, they are abandon'd to all Wickedneis: 
Cuſtom and Age confirm the evi! Hibits, and give them over 
to the Devil, te be taken captive by him, at his Pleaſure, 2 Tim. 


2 


2. 16. Thus they are Strangers to God and Goodneſs; and 


ſeldom uſe that ſacred Name, but in Oaths, and Execration 


8 
or to extort Compaſſion, and ſeldom or never Jam affraid 
make their Petitions to any Being, but an. Though un- 
accuſtom'd to work, yet they are not aſhamed to beg; and 
ſo are reduced to the wretched Choice of Hunger or Infamy : 


Thus cloathed in Rags, fortified with Impudence, and 


harden'd in Vice; having naſty Bodies, bit much viler 


Souls, they become the tane of Society, and a Scandal to 

the chriſtlan Religion; or infamous Villains, or common 
Proſtitutes, and are equally loſt to all Senſe of Shame and 
Nan | 1 e 


- And ſuch might theſe poor Children have been ( whom 


we now ice, comfortable Sight! in the humble Ornaments 


of Decency and Modeſty, and guarded, as we may reaſonably 


hope, with Principles of Verrue ) were it not for the pious 
Care, that hath reſcu'd them from thoſe Evils. Ir muſt ſure 
therefore be juſt matter of Joy and Comfort to thoſe Perſons, 
who begun this good Work, and are concerned in carrying 
it on; that ſo many poor Chrittians by their Means are put 
in the right Way to Heaven, and made the Inſtruments of 


God's Glory: That they are inſtructed in the Rudimenrs 


and Principles of Chriſtianity; and their Minds early ſeaſon: d 
with Vertue : That their Morals are carefully guarded. and 


their Behaviour govern'd by the Rules of Decency : That 


they are taught to Pray to God, and ro Praiſe him for his 
Mercies : That they arc brought ro the publick Service of 
God, and taught to behave themſelves there with Reve- 
rence : That every appearance of Vice receives a juſt Cor- 
rection, but of Vertue, an cqual meaſure of Encouragement 


1 and Praiſe: And what is moſt likely to make theſe Me— 


thods of Education uſeful to them afterwards, and real Bleſ- 
lings, that they are oblerv'd in a regular, uniform, and conſtant 
courſe of Diſcipline. Minds, thus exerciſed with the Acts, 
thus ſtock'd with the Habits of Goodneſs, cannot eaſily be 


d ebauch d with contrary Principles; Vice muſt appear unna- 


tural 


\ 


them for Heaven and Eternity. 


theſe Thouglits fill our Hearts with Joy and Gladneſs? To 


TIVES. 


therefore may we hope to be Objects of Gods Mercy, as the 
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the happy Means of raiſing them to Heaven, to it will carry 
us thither too? 1 5 5 


other Part neglected: Decent Apparel, and moderate Nou- 


L110 


tural to them, and monſtrous , and make Vertue ſhine with 
greater Luſtre. 1 hope therefore, that we have no reaſon 
ro entertain other Thoughts of theſe Children, than that, 
as they receive ſuch good and early Inſtructions, ſo they will 
grow in Vertue, as in Years, aud become perfect Meg in 
Chriſt Jeſus; that ſo this Charity may prove boundleis;. in- 
finite as the Good it is the means of conveying : That theſe 
good Diſpoſitions, which are ſo carefully cirſtivated in their 
tender Years, may make them firm to the Intereſt of Ver- 
tue, through the courſe of their whole Lives, and prepare 


* 


Comfortable Reflection to a chriſtian Soul! How ſhould 


endeavour the Salvation of Souls is à glorious Work; of this 
our Saviour ſhewed the great Example, when he humbled. 
himſelf upon the Croſs; and we cannot more ſtrictly follow 
it, than by promoting that End, for which he ſuffer'd * A 
Work that muſt be as agreeable to him, as the Benefits of it 
are extenſive. There is Foy in Heaven over one Sinner that Re- 
penteth, Luke, 15. 7. Can the Salvation of ore Soul, add 
Pleaſure to that Place of perfect Happineſs ? How much 
juſter then muſt be the Occaſion of the heavenly Triumph, 
when ſo many poor Souls, as are the Objects of this Chari- Af 
ty, are reſcued from the Devil's Power, and taught to Serve # 
the living Ged ? The Alms of Cornelius were had in remem- 
brance in the fght of God: Theſe gratcful Oblations made 
God to have Mercy cn him in his heathen Srate, and to ap- 
point an extraordinary Means cf his Converſion. How 18 3 

. | 


Children are of ours; and that as our Charity may prove 


Thus we ſee their better Part is taken care of; nor1s-the 


riſnment, give their Bodies Warmth and Vigour. They are 
not pamper'd with Eaſe, Luxury, ard Pride, the Parents of 
Vice, Mitery, and Want; but trained up in the uſeful Arts 
of Induſtry, Temperance, and Humility : Except that part 
of their Time, which is ſacred to the more immediate Ser- 
vice cf God, rhe Inſtructions of neceſſary Learning, moderate 
Labour, and innocent Refreſhment, rake up the teveral Por- 
tions of it ; no intcrvals thereof a!!owed to Diverſtans or 
Pleature. by fuch as my urbend arg relax. their Minds, 


| and 
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and make them capable of returning to their daily Tasks 
with greater Appetite and Application. By theſe, and ſuch 
like proper Methods of Education, they are inured to their 
Duty; and qualified for the due diſcharge of ir in moſt rela- 
tions of Life: By theſe they become true and duritul Sons 
of the Church, and uſeful Members of the civil Government; 
and they, who otherwiſe might have been a Reproach, a 
Scandal, and Dangerous to both, become their Glory and 
J oi. 5 ns 
And now after all, that hath been ſaid of the Uſefulneſs 
and Excellency of this Charity, much ſure need not be offered 
to perſuade Men to promote and advance it. Bur, alas l Ex- 
perience tells ns, that ſome Perſons are fo wretchedly Cold 
and Dead to all Senſe of Compaſſion and Mercy; that they 
would ſcarce be affected, were they gratified, as St. Auſtin 
could wiſh'd to have been: ſliould they fee Chriſt on Earth, 
and hear St. Paul from the Pulpit. But beloved, I am per ſuaded 
better things of you;, Hebrews, 6. 9. And that as ye are mer 
together at this ſolemn Time, and in this facred Place, ſo 
ye are come with Minds and Means prepared for the juſt 
Encouragement of this good and great Deſign: That your 
Hearts are as open, as are the Arms of God's Mercy; and that 
you will be Liberal in your Benefadions, and as ready to give, 
as yeur Saviour is to ieceive you. And did we ſeriouſly con- 
ſider, what that Merciful Saviour did and ſuffered for us; 
that his Blood was the Price of our Souls, and the Purchaſe 
of Heaven; that he gave us the Capacity of enjoying Uife, 
and that eternal too; and that without the Ranſom he paid 
for us, our Condition would have been as wretched and deſ- 
perate, as it is now full of Hope, Joy and Comfort: Did theſe 
Thoughts ſink deep into our Minds, and find a w- come Enter- 
tainment there, they could not fail of raiſing in us a 
Spirit of Pity and Gratitude; we could not chuſe, but make 
ſome Returns for ſuch Iufinite Mercies received. Bleſſed Jetu! 
Car! thou Bleed without our Pity? Cartfcu give us Life and 
Happineſs, and we remain Ungratctul ? Could we ſce thee 
Naked, and not diſrobe ourſelves ro Cloath thee? Could 
we meer thee Hungry and Thirſty, and nor give our Blood and 
Bodies to refreſh rhee ? Could we find thee in Miſery, or Con- 
finement, and not freely part with all we have to Comfort 
aud Relcaſe thee? Were our Saviour in a Condition, chat 
wanted our Relief and Pity, vet all theſe Inſtances thereof 
would be unegual va his Mercies. But he is now advanced 
| 3 10 
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to the higheſt State of Honour, and inveſted with infinite 
Majeſty and Power how then ſhall we expreſs our Gratitude 
to him? We cannot long want the Means of doing this; for 
the Opportunity is at Hand: He hath ſubſtituted theſe Chile 
dren in his Room; theſe are his Proxies to receive our Ou, 
for him; and the Good done to theſe, he accepts as a Kindneis 
done to himſelf; for in as much (faith he) as ye haue done 
it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
me : Mat. 25. 40. And ſure we cannot refuſe to Gratify our, 
deareſt Lord and Saviour upon ſuch eaſy Conditions? This 
will be rhe great Enquiry at the laſt agd ſolemn Day of Judg- 
ment, what good we have done to thoſe, that wanted it: 
Acts of Charity and Mercy will then ſtand us in the greateſt 
I ſtead, and cover a multitude of Sins: Theſe will be the dif 
tinguiſhing Characters of our Saviour's beloved, and prepare 
| them for that joyful Welcome; Come ye bleſſed Children of 
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Founda- 
tion of the World. Mat. 25. 34. This is an Inheritance, that 
all Men deſire and wiſh for; and yet how many ncgle@ the 
Means of obtaining it? Prepoſterous deſires ! Wiſhes are cold 
and fruitleſs things without juſt Grounds, and proper Meaſures 
of Induſtry and Care to bring them to Perfection. This In- 
heritance the bleſſed Saints in Heaven now enjoy, and perfect 
their Enjoyments with Love; the natural Fruits of which 
Affection, are Kindneſs and Compaſſion ; and except we im- 
"© {care their heavenly Diſpoſition here, we cannot hope to reign 
c with them in Glory: and we cannot better ſhew the Effects of 
45 this good Diſpoſition, than in Acts of Kindneſs and Beneficence 
et. to theſe Children; ſuch as were the Objects of our Saviour's 
of tendereſt Care; a Charity, that diſcovers both our Compaſ- 
er. tion and our Prudence ; in that itis not indiſcreetly beſtowed 
2 upon 1mproper Objects, but ſuch as juſtly deſerve it. . 
The infamous Trade of Begging, has ſo grown upon us, 
that it is become a Scandal to this ancient City; a Scandal, 
that might in a great meaſure have been prevented, had ſuch 
Means as this been applied in time, as a Remedy againſt that 
ud | growing Evil. We may therefore reaſonably expect the 
I Thanks and Praiſe of beben. for lay ing this Foundation for 
a better ſtate of Things, and eaſing them of that Grievance. 
Cori The Importunity of thoſe Perſons, who purſue ſuch ſcanda- 
„ ous Methods of Life, may extort an Alms, yet Charity ſhall 
chat Sri 0 ; 2 aal 
lave no Hard in the Donation ; ſince we have too juſt 
rounds to feat, that ſuch Kindneſſes are too frequently abu- 
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ſel in the Application; and are fo far from doing the Recei- 
vers any real Good, that they are made to ſerve the Ends of 
Debauchery or Lewdneſs. But we cannot be decerved in our 


preſent Charity ; the End and Application of it, will anſwer 


the beſt Intentions : For by this we promote the Honour 
of the chriſtian Religion, the Good of our Country, and. the 


Salvation of Men; the greateſt things ſure, that we are capa- 
ble of performing. A truly charitable Spirit will rarher In- 


duſttiouly ſeek for Opportunities of doing good, than reject a 
juſt, Oiſe, when it is offered: We mult therefore make falſe Pre- 
tenſions to that Chriſtian Diſpoſition, when we neglect ſuch 


Means as thiHoing Godd, the Effects of which are fo certain 


great, and durable. 


How ſurprizing then is the Conduct of thoſe Perſons, who 
were once imbarked in this good Deſign, and have ftnce de- 


ſerted it? Let them ſeriouſly conſider, what our Saviour ſaid 


upon a like occaſion, That ns Man having put his Hand to the 
if and looking back, is fit fur the Kingdom of God. Luke 


2. This indeed he ſpoke with reſpect to thoſe Perſons, 


who ſhould embrace the chriſtian Faith, and live below the 
Digntty of their holy Profeſſion; rho* they did nor apoſtatiſe 


from it. With too much Juſtice then I fear, that rhe ſame 


Cenſure will fall upon theſe Apoſtates from Charity. If the 
Grace of God ar firſt put it into their Hearts to engage in 
ſo good a Deſign; I am ſure that the forſaking of it, muſt 


proceed from the Suggeſtions of a quite different Spirit. We 


all know that God is the Author of Good ; and who is the 


prompter and encourager of Evil, I need not tell you. Sure 


theſe Men arc not afraid of doing too much Good in their 


Generation? Were this the Caſe, 1 could ſoon cafe them 


of ſuch Apprehenſions, and turn their Fears another way : 


Let them rather learn to dread the Diſpleaſure and Reſent- 
ment of God, when they are ſo unfaithful to their Truſt; 


and look for Judgment, when they ſue for Mercy: For the 


Earth is the Lord's and the fulneſs thereof, Pialm 24. 1. He is 
the ſupreme Proptietour, and we-only his Stewards, or Re- 


- preſentatives here on Earth, to do good with that which he 


hath committed to our charge; to viſit and rehieve the Fa- 


therleſs, and thoſe that want our Aſſiſtance: If we there- 


fore do not take care duly to diſcharge this great Truſt, that 


is put into our Hands what other. Doom can we expect, 
than that of the unprofirable Servant, To be caſt into outer Dark- 


meſs, where ſhall be w:eping and gnaſhivg of Teeth ? Mat. 25. 30; 


* ** 


| [13 1: 


neral Reproofs of this kind are ever neceſſary, when ſuch juſt 
Occaſious are given. But let us leave theſe en to the un- 
conditioned Mercies of God ; and pray that they may have 
Grace to ſee and reform their Erronr. : ET 
Ill Preſidents deſerve our Contempt, not Imitation; and 
this juſt mention'd we cannot follow without injuring our- 


ſelves in reſpc of God and Men, and laying ourſelves low . 


in the Eſteem and Favour of both; without loſing both the 
preſent Pleaſures, that attend acts of Charity and Mercy, and 
the future Benekts that follow them. Let us all therefore 
ſincerely join, with Heart and Hand, not only to continue 
this good Work, but. out of that Ability, which God hath 


given us, to raiſe it to a greater Height; that the extent of = 
it may be equal to it's Uſefulneſs and Excellency. Let us 
be careful thus to perſevere in doing Good; that when we 


dye, and reft from our Labours, our Woyks may follow us, Rev. 


this comfortable Applauſe and Invitation ; Well done, thou 
good and faithful Servant, enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. 


Tito which bleſſed State, God of his infinite. Mercy receive ns all; 
or the Merits and Interceſton of Feſus Chriſt our Lord. To 
hom with the Father, and the holy Spirit, be all Honour, 
Power, and Glory to all Eternity, Amen. 


FINIS. 


cannot forbear ſpeaking with ſome Degree of Warmth; ge- 
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14. 13. And we may be received by our deareſt Lord with 
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